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Short biographies of the experts 

 

Gérardine GOH ESCOLAR, Dr. iur. is First Secretary at the Permanent Bureau of the Hague 
Conference on Private International Law (HCCH). Her portfolios span family law and child 
protection, and international commercial and financial law. In family law and child protection, 
she has primary responsibility over the 1980 Child Abduction Convention, the 1996 Child 
Protection Convention, and the project on Family Agreements involving Children, as well as joint 
primary responsibility over the International Hague Network of Judges. Dr Goh Escolar was 
previously acting as counsel, advocate and consultant in international litigation and arbitration 
proceedings. She has also taught and conducted research at the University of Cambridge (UK), 
the National University of Singapore (Singapore), the University of Cologne (Germany), and the 
University of Leiden (the Netherlands). Dr Goh Escolar is admitted to the New York bar. 

Professor Marilyn FREEMAN Ph.D is Co-Director of the International Centre for Family Law, 
Policy and Practice (ICFLPP), Chair of the International Association of Child Law Researchers 
(IACLaR), and Principal Research Fellow at The Westminster Law School, University of 
Westminster, London. She has undertaken research over many years in the area of international 
child abduction, as well as in other spheres of domestic and international child and family law, 
including the participation of children and young people in proceedings affecting their lives. She 
has published extensively around these issues, and her research has been used and cited 
approvingly by the courts of England & Wales. 

Adriana DE RUITER has graduated in Law from the Rijks Universiteit Groningen, The 
Netherlands, and from Universidad Carlos III, in Madrid, postgraduate in migration law at ICADE 
(Madrid), and specializes in international law at the University Nacional Autónoma de México. 
She has been a lawyer at the bar of Madrid since 2002. Adriana de Ruiter is an expert in resolving 
economic and family conflicts in an international context. She is also specialised in International 
Parental Child Abduction. She is Chair of the Board of ASIME, the Spanish organisation for 
lawyers against International Child Abduction. She cooperated as Associate partner with LEPCA 
I and LEPCA II. 


